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Myanmar ready to receive aid: UN spokeswoman  
  
GENEVA - Myanmar's military junta has indicated it is ready to receive 
international aid after a cyclone hit the country killing thousands, a UN 
humanitarian office spokeswoman told AFP. 
  
They have "shown their disposition to receive international aid after the 
cyclone but the modes remain to be determined", said UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs spokeswoman Elisabeth Byrs. 
  
"We are very busy, we are worried that there are some thousands of people 
left homeless," she added. 
  
"We must not forget that the population living in the affected zones in the delta 
reaches 24 million people." 
  
Five UN experts on catastrophes are ready to head to the location, Byrs added 
 
AFP – May 5  
 

Burma regime failing to help cyclone victims  
 
The Burma Campaign UK today condemned the regime in Burma for failing to 
give adequate warnings to the population about the cyclone that hit Burma on 
Saturday, and failing to adequately help victims. 
 
“This is yet another example of how the regime ignores the welfare of the 
people of Burma,” said Mark Farmaner, Director of the Burma Campaign UK.  
 
“Instead of warning people about the potential danger, state-owned 
newspapers were full of propaganda telling people that they must vote for a 
sham constitution that will keep the military in power.” The regime is holding a 
referendum on Saturday 10th May on a constitution that the military has 
designed to give a civilian face to continued military rule. 
 
BCUK – May 5 
 

US Senator McCain’s statement on the dearly 
cyclone in Burma 
  
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Senator John McCain 
today released the following statement regarding 
the aftermath of the deadly cyclone that struck 
Burma over the weekend:  
  
“As news reports emerge of ever greater disaster 
following…We must also press the Burmese junta 
to allow international relief organizations to have unfettered access to those 
affected and to lift its restrictions on humanitarian organizations operating 
there.  Continuing these restrictions will cost lives.  At the same time, the 
international community should press the Government of Burma – so quick to 
dispatch thousands of security forces to crush democracy protests – to finally 
redirect its efforts toward helping its own beleaguered people.” 
  

mccain.senate.gov – May 5 
 
The junta’s vote for repression  
Sein Win – NCGUB 

 
It is not often that there is fair warning of a comprehensive abuse of political 
rights. But in Burma, we know the day that this abuse will take place: This 
coming Saturday. This is the day of the referendum called by Burma’s military 
regime on the draft constitution it has prepared. 
 

The preparation of the draft constitution has been anything but democratic and 
inclusive. The process has excluded all democratic groups and parties, including 
the National League of Democracy, which won Burma’s last democratic elections 
in 1990. It has also excluded the legitimate representatives of Burma’s many 
ethnic groups. 
 
The constitution proposed by the regime - the State Peace and Development 
Council - is one that would leave the military in power, regardless of the wishes of 
the Burmese population… 
 
IHT – May 5 
 

Burmese monks stage bloody protest in Dhaka  
 
Exiled Burmese monks staged a protest on Sunday in front of the Burmese 
embassy in Dhaka, Bangladesh, against the upcoming constitutional referendum, 
with some monks striking their arms and drawing blood that sprayed on the white 
protest banners. The International Burmese Monks Organization, Bangladesh 
branch, conducted the protest and was the biggest protest yet staged by 
Burmese exiles in Bangladesh. 
 
Ashion Maygiya, president of the monk organization, said, “Our program is 
successful and we were able to stage our protest in front of the Burmese 
embassy and show our feelings on the referendum to the Burmese military 
government. “Many Bangladesh police constables blocked the entrance road to 
the Burmese embassy to prevent the demonstrators from marching to the front of 
the building, but the monks paid no heed to the roadblock and marched on to the 
embassy while shouting many anti-referendum slogans. 
 
Narinjara News – May 5 
 

Referendum must take second place now in regime priorities  
 
The response by the Burmese regime to this weekend’s cyclone disaster shows 
that the junta is incapable of running the country, let alone helping the victims. 
 
Three million people are thought to have suffered in one way or another from 

cyclone Nargis as it ripped through Rangoon, the 
Irrawaddy delta and southern Burma, destroying 
homes, sinking boats, knocking down power lines, 
uprooting trees and shutting down Rangoon airport. 
 
The death toll stands officially at more than 350, but 
the actual figure is thought to be higher. 
 
The junta declared five disaster zones on Sunday—
Rangoon, Irrawaddy and Pegu divisions as well as 

Karen and Mon states. 
 
As the country reeled under the force of the cyclone, the regime issued a 
statement saying its pet project, the constitutional referendum, would be held as 
planned this coming Saturday. Monday’s issue of the official government 
newspaper, The New Light of Myanmar, carried the statement, together with an 
attack on last Friday’s pronouncement by the UN Security Council urging a free 
and fair referendum… 
 
Irrawaddy – May 5 
 

*Please note that as of the time of this MNU’s release, that the death toll 
in Myanmar from the deadly cyclone is placed at over 15,000. 
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